
Minutes of the Thurston Regular Town Board Meeting 
Held:  Wednesday: June 15, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
Location: 7578 County Route 333 Thurston, NY 
 
Present: Town Supervisor: Wendy Lozo 
                Town Council: Steven Frederick, Paul Peck, Sam Gauss 
                Town Highway Superintendent: Richard Gauss, Jr. 
                Town Attorney: Shawn Sauro 
Absent: Council Member: Gary Lewis 
                
Visitors: Tom Lozo, Carl Brink, Marge Taft, Myral Gauss     
 
Wendy Lozo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The board opened with the U.S. Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 
Public Comment: Carl Brink stated that he was having difficulties with his neighbor over an easement 
which allows him to get to property owned by him. Attorney Shawn Sauro advised Carl to take his issue 
to a real estate attorney. Richard Gauss, Jr. stated that the Town has an easement in that exact location 
for access to the creek in case of flooding. Carl also stated that he needs a CO from Ray Orr for the 
addition on his home. Wendy Lozo will contact Ray about the CO needed. Marge Taft asked if there was 
any progress with the web site. Wendy Lozo stated that it would be addressed in New Business.    
 
Minutes: Motion was made by Steven Frederick seconded by Sam Gauss to accept and approve the 
Public Hearing and the Town Board Meeting minutes dated May 18, 2016. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; 
Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.  
 
Bills Payable:  Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Paul Peck for Wendy Lozo to pay all claims 
listed in the General abstracts A101 – A120 totaling $12,541.78 and the Highway abstracts #86-#101 
totaling $153,111.46. Dated June 15, 2016. Put to vote: Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Paul 
Peck, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.   
 
Clerk’s Report: May 2016 monthly report was presented to the Board. Total deposits for the month 
were $976.00. Dolores Crooker stated that she had received the Board of Assessment Review meeting 
minutes from George Whitbred.     
 
Justice Report: May 2016 monthly report was presented to the Board. One thousand three hundred fifty 
one dollars was collected in fines and fees. NYS received $976.00 and the Town received $375.00. 
 
Tax Collector’s Report: Nothing   
 
Assessor Report: Nothing  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report: Nothing 
 
Historian Report: Nothing.  
  
Dog Control Officer’s Report: May 2016 monthly report was presented to the Board. Randy Akins 
attended the DCO meeting in Avoca on 5/27/16. There were two complaints about dogs running at 



large, one call about a missing dog and Randy collected $60.00 in redemption fees. Two tickets were 
issued for unlicensed dogs.    
 
Supervisor’s Report: April and May 2016 monthly reports were presented to the Board. Each report is on 
file in the Clerk’s office.          
 
Highway Superintendent’s Report: May 2016 monthly report was presented to the Board.  Items of 
interest and work performed 05-19-16 through 06-15-16 is as follows: Two thousand three hundred fifty 
one ton of crushed item 4 gravel was purchased from Coot’s Gravel and used to reshape some of the 
Forty Dollar road. Four hundred nineteen point fifty two ton of #1 stone and one hundred eighty seven 
point forty six ton of #1A stone was purchased from Austin Construction for use on Forty Dollar and 
Strait road projects. Four hundred feet of fabric, 12 loads of cobble, and 8 loads of gravel have been 
used to repair 200 feet of Forty Dollar road. Several days were spent on the final grade to get the road 
ready for oil and stone. Two courses of oil and stone were applied and the project was finished on June 
13, 2016. The new Volvo roller from Vantage Equipment was delivered on May 24, 2016. A stop sign had 
to be replaced at the intersection of Foster road and Hanrahan road. Summer grading has begun along 
with patching of potholes on oil and stone roads. The hydraulic tank on T414 had to be removed and 
repaired due to several cracks. The 2015 F350 pickup truck had all of the brake pads replaced. A brief 
discussion took place about the prices of brush chippers and the pros and cons of chipping brush for 
town residents. Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Steven Frederick to accept and approve 
the Clerk’s report through the Highway Superintendent’s report. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; Wendy 
Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye, Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.        
 
Old Business: Wendy Lozo stated that the generator has been installed. The bond for the new roller is 
complete. The Town Hall loan has been paid in full. The bond has been received and is on file in the 
Clerk’s office. Paul Peck presented the Board with information from the Steuben County Hazard 
Mitigation meeting held May 2016. Paul Peck provided the Board with information on the security 
camera system. Motion was made by Steven Frederick seconded by Sam Gauss for Wendy Lozo to 
purchase a 6 camera 8 channel Hikvision security system for $1,450.00 plus up to $500.00 for 
installation. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. 
Carried. Sam Gauss asked Attorney, Shawn Sauro if there was anything new on the Hamilton road. 
Shawn stated that he had not heard anything at all. Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Paul 
Peck to close old business. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam 
Gauss, aye. Carried.   
 
New Business: Wendy Lozo stated that the replacement glass for the basement door is $321.13. 
Insurance deductible is $500.00. Wendy stated that the birds flying into the basement doors are crows 
and she asked if it was ok to purchase some owl decoys to deter the crows. The Board gave her approval 
to purchase some owl decoys to place at the back of the building to attempt to deter the crows. Wendy 
asked the Board for approval to get an outside water hydrant for the Town Hall. Wendy will respond to 
Smart Procure F.O.I.L. request as she finds the info that’s needed. The Town web site has been hacked. 
Sam Gauss explained the BOCES contract for web hosting to local municipalities. A $500.00 annual fee 
for the web site with safety securities in place and local IT people for assistance. The Board designated 
Dolores Crooker, Sam Gauss, and Wendy Lozo as contact people for the web site. A resolution was made 
by Steven Frederick seconded by Paul Peck for the Town of Thurston to enter into a contract with the 
GST BOCES for 1 year from July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, 
aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. Motion was made by Steven Frederick seconded by 
Paul Peck for Wendy to sign the Web Site contract between the Town of Thurston and the GST BOCES. 



Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. Motion 
was made by Paul Peck seconded by Sam Gauss to close New Business. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; 
Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye, Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.    
 
Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Steven Frederick to adjourn the regular Town Board 
meeting at 7:56 pm. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, 
aye. Carried.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Dolores Crooker, Town Clerk  
 
 
 
  
 
     
 
 


