
Minutes of the Thurston Regular Town Board Meeting 
Held:  Wednesday: April 20, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
Location: 7578 County Route 333 Thurston, NY 
 
Present: Town Supervisor: Wendy Lozo 
                Town Council: Steven Frederick, Paul Peck, Sam Gauss 
                Town Highway Superintendent: Richard Gauss, Jr. 
                Town Attorney: Shawn Sauro 
Absent:  Council Member Gary Lewis                 
                
Visitors: Helen Stephens, Valerie Peck, Marge Taft, Liz Jenkins     
 
Wendy Lozo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The board opened with the U.S. Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 
Public Comment: Marge Taft dropped off the 2015 Fire Dept. Annual Financial Report.  
 
Minutes: Wendy Lozo requested a correction to the Supervisor’s March Report. With correction, motion 
was made by Steven Frederick seconded by Sam Gauss to accept and approve the Town Board Meeting 
minutes dated March 16, 2016. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam 
Gauss, aye. Carried.  
 
Bills Payable:  Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Paul Peck for Wendy Lozo to pay all claims 
listed in the General abstracts A065 – A084 totaling $3,799.66 and the Highway abstracts #50-#69 
totaling $27,894.60. Dated Apr. 20, 2016. Put to vote: Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Paul 
Peck, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.   
 
Clerk’s Report: March 2016 monthly report was presented to the Board. Total deposits for the month 
were $312.00. Dolores Crooker stated that she has received a F.O.I.L. request from Daniel Gerwig for 
information about the abandonment of Hamilton road. Wendy stated that it would be discussed during 
Old Business. Paul Peck and Steven Frederick will complete the Clerk’s annual internal audit April 27, 
2016 at 5:45pm.    
 
Justice Report: March 2016 monthly report was presented to the Board. Four hundred sixty six dollars 
was collected in fines and fees. NYS received $301.00 and the Town received $165.00. 
 
Tax Collector’s Report: Wendy stated that the final settlement with Steuben County Finance Office was 
completed on April 11, 2016.   
 
Assessor Report: Nothing  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report: Nothing 
 
Historian Report: Nothing.  
  
Dog Control Officer’s Report: March 2016 monthly report was presented to the Board. Randy Akins 
attended the DCO meeting in Avoca on 3/30/16. He received one report that a dog declared as passing 



is still alive. Randy collected $60.00 in overdue dog licenses. The spring free rabies clinic is scheduled for 
April 30, 2016 at the Highway Dept. from 10:00 am – noon.     
 
Supervisor’s Report: March 2016 monthly report was submitted to the Board and is on file in the Clerk’s 
office. Gary Lewis completed the Supervisor’s annual internal audit on 4/4/16.        
 
Highway Superintendent’s Report: March 2016 monthly report was presented to the Board.  Items of 
interest and work performed 03-16-16 through 04-20-16 is as follows: Roads have been plowed and or 
sanded a total of 6 times. The sidewalks at the Town Hall were cleared 1 time. The sweeping of the oil 
and stone roads was finished on the 19th and the potholes were patched. Five hundred seventy point 
sixty five ton of gravel was purchased from Coot’s Gravel. This gravel was used to fix potholes on Dee, 
Yost, and Starr roads. One load of stone was used on Harrison road. Weight limit signs were taken down 
on March 31st. Two Thurston highway men spent three days helping the Town of Rathbone cut trees on 
Learn road. The plow riggings have been taken off from the plow trucks. One hundred eleven ton of 
number 8 stone was purchased from Austin Construction to be used in the cold mix. Several trees had to 
be removed from roadways. The grader was used on Forty Dollar road to smooth out a rough area. 
Thirty loads of ditch cleanings were taken from Starr road and five loads were removed from Smith and 
Jack roads. The new brine permit has been received. The OGS salt contract for 400 ton of salt for the 
upcoming winter has been filed. Sam Gauss questioned the procedures for repairs to the oil and stone 
roads. The agreement to spend Town Highway Funds was presented to the Board for approval. Each 
Board member signed the agreement which will be filed with Steuben County. The CHIPS program has 
been approved. Richard requested permission for Suit-Kote to make 300 ton of cold mix. Motion was 
made by Steven Frederick seconded by Sam Gauss for Suit-Kote to make 300 ton of cold mix. Put to 
vote: Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. The following 
equipment was repaired or serviced. The 2015 pickup truck had warranty work performed on it. The 
transmission pan and lines were replaced by VanBortal Ford. T418 had a recap drive tire fail. It was 
replaced and the cost was adjusted by Parmenter. Exhaust work was done on T427. The excavator was 
serviced. Motion was made by Paul Peck seconded by Sam Gauss to accept and approve the Clerk’s 
report through the Highway Superintendent’s report. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; 
Steven Frederick, aye, Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.        
 
Old Business: Attorney Shawn Sauro suggested that the F.O.I.L. request be honored and to offer Daniel 
Gerwig the opportunity to look through the file on Hamilton road. Steven Frederick mentioned the road 
was abandoned in 1935. Most of the information can be found between 2000 and 2004. Wendy Lozo 
stated that the town was without phone service for 1 week. She will ask for a discount on the phone bill. 
Wendy stated that the security camera system is still a work in progress. Wendy Lozo presented the 
Board with prices for a new Roller. Motion was made by Steven Frederick seconded by Sam Gauss to get 
a loan from Chemung Canal Trust Co. for 3 years at 3.25%. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; 
Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. Wendy presented the Board with prices for a backup 
generator. Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Steven Frederick to purchase a Kohler 20 KW 
for a cost of $6,825.00. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, 
aye. Carried. A generator will be purchased for the Highway Dept. in 2017. Motion was made by Sam 
Gauss seconded by Paul Peck to schedule a Public Hearing on May 18, 2016 at 6:45 pm for the purpose 
of transferring $6,825.00 from the Building Repair Fund to the Building Equipment Fund. Put to Vote: 
Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. Motion was made by 
Paul Peck seconded by Sam Gauss to close old business. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; 
Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.   
 



New Business: Wendy Lozo presented the Board with a copy of a Town Hall rental application from the 
Town of Campbell. Motion was made by Paul Peck seconded by Sam Gauss for Wendy to make changes 
to the form to fit the Town of Thurston’s requirements for Town Hall use. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; 
Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. Motion was made by Sam Gauss 
seconded by Paul Peck to close New Business. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven 
Frederick, aye, Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.    
 
Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Paul Peck to adjourn the regular Town Board meeting at 
8:03 pm. Put to vote: Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Dolores Crooker, Town Clerk  
 
 
 
  
 
     
 
 


