
Minutes of the Thurston Regular Town Board Meeting 
Held:  Wednesday: February 17, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
Location: 7578 County Route 333 Thurston, NY 
 
Present: Town Supervisor: Wendy Lozo 
                Town Council: Steven Frederick, Gary Lewis, Paul Peck, Sam Gauss 
                Town Highway Superintendent: Richard Gauss, Jr. 
                Town Attorney: Shawn Sauro 
                 
Visitors: Tom Lozo, Dawson Peck, Helen Stephens, Myral Gauss, Marge Taft, Sheree Gauss     
 
Wendy Lozo called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. The board opened with the U.S. Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 
Attorney Shawn Sauro read the Town of Thurston Workplace Violence Policy and warned all in 
attendance of any future altercations verbal or otherwise and that any threats will be handled to the full  
legal extent of the law. Shawn stated that he personally will not allow any misconduct to take place on 
Thurston Town property.    
 
Public Comment: Sheree Gauss stated that she was pleased to see the historic pictures on social media 
placed there by the new Town Historian.  
 
Minutes:  Motion was made by Steven Frederick seconded by Sam Gauss to accept and approve the 
Town Board Meeting minutes dated Jan. 20, 2016. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Paul Peck, aye; Wendy 
Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.  
 
Bills Payable:  Motion was made by Paul Peck seconded by Sam Gauss for Wendy Lozo to pay all claims 
listed in the General abstracts A024 – A043 totaling $11,035.67 and the Highway abstracts #19-#33 
totaling $32,546.32. Dated Feb. 17, 2016. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven 
Frederick, aye; Paul Peck, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.   
 
Clerk’s Report: January 2016 monthly report was presented to the Board. Total deposits for the month 
were $263.00. Dolores Crooker stated that she had received the Oath of Office forms back from Leo 
Knowles and Mark Taft for the Code of Ethics member position that each of them hold.    
 
Justice Report: January 2016 monthly report was presented to the Board. Four hundred twenty eight 
dollars was collected in fines and fees. Three hundred fifty eight dollars went to NYS and seventy dollars 
went to the Town. Wendy stated that $1,900.00 was received from the Justice Court Assistance Program 
for the surveillance cameras. Sam Gauss stated that the Justice bench is finished and has been delivered.    
 
Tax Collector’s Report: Wendy stated that she has collected and deposited most of the money due from 
the Town tax payers with a small amount due.  
 
Assessor Report: Nothing  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report: Nothing 
 
Historian Report: Nothing.  



  
Dog Control Officer’s Report: January 2016 monthly report was presented to the Board. Randy Akins 
received one complaint about a dog being left outside. The group meeting with Eric Tyner is scheduled 
for February 23, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. The location of the meeting is at the Public Safety Building on Route 
54.  
 
Supervisor’s Report: The 2015 Year End Report was presented to the Board. Such report is on file in the 
Clerk’s office.         
 
Highway Superintendent’s Report: January 2016 monthly report was presented to the Board.  Items of 
interest and work performed 01-20-16 – 02-16-16 is as follows: Roads have been plowed and or sanded 
a total of 9 times. The Fire Dept. and Town Hall parking lots have been plowed and salted three times. 
Road conditions have been checked a total of 11 times. Seventeen days have been spent cutting trees 
along roadsides. A few areas on Starr and Strait roads were cleared with the use of the Town of 
Rathbone’s excavator and one employee. Road signs were straightened and put back in place on 
McIntosh, Lewis, and Dixon roads. A used 1997 Ford F450 bucket truck was purchased for $4,000.00 
from Tom Gilray in the Town of Allegany. The following equipment was repaired or serviced. A caliper, 
rotor, shifting lever, emergency cable, and brake pads were replaced on T412. The excavator had a new 
ECU installed by Vantage Equipment. T414 is at the Steuben County Repair Shop getting the flywheel 
housing, clutch, and pressure plate replaced. The fuel tank was replaced on T424. The apron floor was 
repaired on T426. The blade slide wear plates were replaced on the John Deere grader. The bucket was 
welded on the John Deere loader and it was serviced. Fuel filters were replaced on T411. Sam Gauss 
asked Richard what happens to the limbs and trees left behind from tree removal on tax payer’s 
property. Richard explained that the land owner normally wants the trees. Motion was made by Steven 
Frederick seconded by Sam Gauss for Richard to put the 1988 Bucket truck and some old tires on 
Auctions International website. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven 
Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. A new Roller discussion took place with an agreement to have a 
clear picture of equipment needed verses funds available by the March Board meeting. Motion was 
made by Paul Peck seconded by Steven Frederick to accept and approve the Clerk’s report through the 
Highway Superintendent’s report. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven 
Frederick, aye, Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.        
 
Old Business: Wendy Lozo stated that a second person needed to be appointed for the Steuben County 
Hazard Mitigation Program. Paul Peck volunteered to be that person and will attend the February 29th 
meeting. Steuben County has a new News Letter that is to be published 6 times a year. Sam Gauss 
suggested that the Highway crew alternate turns to remove snow from the Town Hall sidewalks as 
needed per time availability. Motion was made by Steven Frederick seconded by Gary Lewis for the 
Highway crew to do the snow removal on Town Hall sidewalks. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Paul Peck, 
aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss. Carried. Shawn Sauro stated that he would do 
his best to make the meeting with DCO Randy Akins and Officer Eric Tyner on Feb. 23, 2016. Motion was 
made by Sam Gauss seconded by Steven Frederick to close old business. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; 
Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.   
 
New Business:  Shawn Sauro complimented Richard Gauss for his monthly reports to the Board. Gary 
Lewis requested the specs for the surveillance camera installation. Gary stated that the installation 
would be taken care of by volunteers. Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Paul Peck to close 
New Business. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye, Sam 
Gauss, aye. Carried.    



 
Motion was made by Gary Lewis seconded by Sam Gauss to adjourn the regular Town Board meeting at 
7:58 pm. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Paul Peck, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam 
Gauss, aye. Carried.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Dolores Crooker, Town Clerk  
 
 
 
  
 
     
 
 


