
Minutes of the Thurston Regular Town Board Meeting 
Held:  Wednesday: December 16, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
Location: 7578 County Route 333 Thurston, NY 
 
Present: Town Supervisor: Wendy Lozo 
                Town Council: Steven Frederick, Gary Lewis, Judith Whitbred, Sam Gauss 
                Town Highway Superintendent: Richard Gauss, Jr. 
                Town Attorney: Shawn Sauro 
                Town Dog Control Officer: Randy Akins 
 
Visitors:  Myral Gauss, Marge Taft, Tom Lozo, Paul Peck, and Mary Akins    
 
Wendy Lozo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The board opened with the U.S. Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 
Public Comment: Nothing 
 
Minutes:  Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Steven Frederick to accept and approve the 
Public Hearing and the Town Board Meeting minutes dated Nov. 05, 2015 and Nov. 18, 2015. Put to 
vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. 
Carried.  
 
Bills Payable:  Motion was made by Gary Lewis seconded by Sam Gauss for Wendy Lozo to pay all claims 
listed in the General abstract A207-A224 totaling 17,074.22 and the Highway abstract #186-#203 
totaling $38,045.57. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Judith 
Whitbred, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.   
 
Clerk’s Report: November 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board. Total deposits for the 
month were $603.00. Dolores Crooker stated that The Southern Tier Shopper mistakenly sent the Fire 
District Legal ad along with the Highway Winter Message ad bill. Dolores returned several incorrect 
documents to the Fire District Secretary for spelling and grammar errors to be corrected. The Fire 
District Election notice was received and posted on the webpage and sign board on Dec.5, 2015.    
Dolores stated that she had received the Certificate of Election from the Election Board and oath of 
office forms were signed by the elected officials.   
 
Justice Report: November 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board. Two hundred fifty three 
dollars was collected in fines and fees.  
 
Tax Collector’s Report: Nothing  
 
Assessor Report: Nothing  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report: Wendy Lozo stated that there was one building permit for 
$400,000.00 issued for a structure to be built in Tanglewood Lake. The permit was $485.00. 
 
Historian Report: Wendy Lozo stated that there were two parties interested in the Historian position but 
one of them withdrew for personal reasons. Wendy stated that Sally Ann Dyer Congdon was very 
interested in the position. Motion was made by Judith Whitbred seconded by Steven Frederick to 



appoint Sally Ann Dyer Congdon to the Historian position starting January 1, 2016. Put to vote: Gary 
Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.  
  
 
Dog Control Officer’s Report: November 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board. Randy Akins 
reported one complaint and one dog running at large. Randy attended court on 12/01/15 for the tickets 
he issued for unlicensed dogs in the Town.  
 
Supervisor’s Report: November 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board. Such report is on file 
in the Clerk’s office.       
 
Highway Superintendent’s Report: November 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board.  Items 
of interest and work performed 11-17-15 – 12-16-15 is as follows: Thirty six loads of dirt was removed 
from the ditches on Harrison road. One hundred twenty one point forty two ton of gravel was 
purchased from Coot’s Gravel and stock piled at the highway shop. Several downed trees were removed 
from several areas. A farm sign that was stolen from Dee road has been replaced. Ten delineator post 
and reflectors were put along road side shoulders on Harrison, Forty Dollar, and Dee road. Missing or 
faded signs were replaced on Shauger, Yost, and Harrison roads. Potholes have been patched. Two truck 
loads of concrete slabs from Campbell Savona Central School were stock piled at the highway shop for 
future use in headwalls on large culverts and bank stabilization. A headwall on a large pipe on Forty 
Dollar road was rebuilt using large rocks. Eighteen loads of dirt was removed from Forty Dollar road 
which completes the project. Four large cedar trees were removed from the Forty Dollar road in front of 
Eugene McIllwain’s property. Twenty trees were removed on Forty Dollar road between Brink road and 
the Maynard farm. Quotes were received for six new Michelin tires for the Grader. All Season Tire quote 
was the lowest at $1,567.04 per tire. The tires have been ordered and three of them will be billed in 
2015 the other three will be billed in 2016. A new pressure washer was purchased from Home Depot for 
$799.00. Roads were checked twice for possible slippery conditions. Repairs or service has been made to 
the following equipment: The V-stay was replaced and a new pair of dust shields were installed on T418. 
Four new tires were mounted on T411. Richard Gauss, Jr. presented a Local Transportation Funding 
document to the Board with recommendation to join the Association of Towns and other local 
Townships in sending a Resolution to the NYS Governor. A Resolution was adopted by the Thurston 
Town Board to participate in the Local Transportation Funding request. Motion was made by Steven 
Frederick seconded by Judith Whitbred for the resolution to be sent to the Governor. Put to vote: Gary 
Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.   
NYSDOT has contacted the Local Highway Depts. requesting shared services. Motion was made by Sam 
Gauss seconded by Steven Frederick for the Town of Thurston to participate in shared services with the 
NYSDOT. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; 
Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.  An in depth discussion took place about equipment purchases. Wendy Lozo 
requested that Richard Gauss, Jr. put together an equipment purchasing plan for future financing and 
Budget planning. Richard stated that the Excavator is still under warranty and is back at Vantage 
Equipment for the same ongoing shifting problem. Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Judith 
Whitbred to accept and approve the Clerk’s report through the Highway Superintendent’s report. Put to 
vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye, Sam Gauss, aye. 
Carried.        
 
Old Business: Wendy Lozo stated that the 2016 Budget was turned in on 11/30/15. Wendy stated that a 
motion needed to be made to accept the amendments to the Local Dog Law. Motion was made by 
Steven Frederick seconded by Sam Gauss to approve the amendments to the Local Dog Law which is 



now labeled as the Local Law #1 of 2015. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy 
Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.  Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by 
Gary Lewis to close old business. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; 
Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.   
 
New Business: Wendy Lozo stated that she needed a motion to renew the DCO shelter contract for 
2016. Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Steven Frederick for Wendy to renew the DCO 
shelter contract. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, 
aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. Wendy stated that she received an e-mail from NYS Division of the Budget 
concerning the Tax Freeze/ Government Efficiency Plan. This e-mail stated that Steuben County has 
submitted the plan and it has been approved by the NYS Division of the Budget and will be forwarded to 
the Dept. of Taxation and Finance. Wendy stated that she received a letter from Tim Marshall stating 
that the County is updating the Hazard Mitigation Plan. Wendy suggested that the Town adopt the 
County plan. Motion was made by Judith Whitbred seconded by Gary Lewis to adopt the County Hazard 
Mitigation Plan. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, 
aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. Wendy Lozo stated that the Organizational Meeting needs to be 
scheduled. Motion was made by Gary Lewis seconded by Sam Gauss to schedule the Organizational 
Meeting on Jan. 01, 2016 at 10:00 am. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, 
aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. Wendy Lozo stated that she needed a motion to 
pay all bills between 12/16/15 through 12/31/15. Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Steven 
Frederick for Wendy to pay all bills received between 12/16/15 through 12/31/15. Put to vote: Gary 
Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.   
Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Gary Lewis to close New Business. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, 
aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye, Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.    
 
Motion was made by Gary Lewis seconded by Sam Gauss to adjourn the regular Town Board meeting at 
8:00 pm. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; 
Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Dolores Crooker, Town Clerk  
 
 
 
  
 
     
 
 


