
Minutes of the Thurston Regular Town Board Meeting 
Held:  Wednesday: November 18, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
Location: 7578 County Route 333 Thurston, NY 
 
Present: Town Supervisor: Wendy Lozo 
                Town Council: Steven Frederick, Gary Lewis, Judith Whitbred, Sam Gauss 
                Town Highway Superintendent: Richard Gauss, Jr. 
                Town Attorney: Shawn Sauro 
                Town Dog Control Officer: Randy Akins 
 
Visitors:  Myral Gauss, Marge Taft, Jackie Herbert, Helen Stephens, Tom Lozo, Paul Peck, and Mary Akins    
 
Wendy Lozo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The board opened with the U.S. Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 
Public Comment: Marge Taft stated that not only the public should be the eyes and ears of the Town but 
the Board members are expected to be also. Myral Gauss made the suggestion that it would be nice to 
have a roadside friendly sign at the Town Hall for notices to be posted. Myral requested that there be 
time for Public Comment at the end of the board meeting as well as at the beginning.  
 
Minutes:  Motion was made by Steven Frederick seconded by Judith Whitbred to accept and approve 
the Budget Meeting and the Town Board Meeting minutes dated October 21, 2015. Put to vote: Gary 
Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.  
 
Bills Payable:  Motion was made by Steven Frederick seconded by Sam Gauss for Wendy Lozo to pay all 
claims listed in the General abstract A191-A206 totaling $9,637.76 and the Highway abstract #170-#185 
totaling $30,398.04. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Judith 
Whitbred, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.   
 
Clerk’s Report: October 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board. Total deposits for the month 
were $377.00. Dolores Crooker stated that The Shopper has raised their Ad rates $.25 per column width. 
Dolores stated that there will be a baby shower at the Town Hall on Saturday Nov. 21, 2015 and a 
birthday party will be held there on Dec. 12, 2015. Dolores stated that it is the Clerk’s habit to post the 
Board meeting minutes on the web page after they have been accepted and approved by the Board 
even though the minutes are not required to be posted on the web page at this time. The Board 
members prefer the minutes be posted on the web page after they have been accepted and approved 
and remain for 2 years. It has been decided by the Board to have the Tentative Budget posted on the 
web page within five business days of October 1st. Dolores requested the Board to determine how the 
Budget notice should be put in the paper in the future so the practice is consistent. The notice of 
Tentative Budget will be published along with the notice of Public Hearing showing the four line item 
salaries that are required and the date the Budget will be approved. Proof of publishing legal ads was a 
topic of discussion. Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Steven Frederick for the Clerk to 
purchase a copy of the Leader when a legal ad is to be published and submit receipt along with a 
voucher for reimbursement. Put to Vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; 
Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. The Clerk will schedule one Saturday morning office 
hours a month starting January 2016 the week of the Board meeting from 9:30 – 11:30am. Attorney 
Sauro addressed a concern that the Clerk had which will be resolved at a later date.        
 



Justice Report: October 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board. Two hundred forty two 
dollars was collected in fines and fees.  
 
Tax Collector’s Report: Nothing  
 
Assessor Report: Nothing  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report: Nothing 
 
Historian Report: Nothing. 
 
Dog Control Officer’s Report: October 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board. Randy Akins 
reported one complaint and one dog running at large. Randy issued eight appearance tickets for dog 
related issues. Randy collected $103.00 in dog license money. A discussion took place about the Town’s 
local dog law and some amendments that will take place to stiffen the penalties included in the law.        
 
Supervisor’s Report: October 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board. Such report is on file in 
the Clerk’s office.       
 
Highway Superintendent’s Report: October 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board. Richard 
Gauss, Jr. requested the snow removal ad be published in The Shopper. Richard stated that he needed 
to purchase 6 new tires for the Grader at a total price of $6,000.00. He prefers to purchase 3 tires this 
year and 3 in 2016. Motion was made by Judith Whitbred seconded by Steven Frederick for Richard to 
purchase 3 new Grader tires in 2015 and 3 in 2016. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; 
Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. Richard stated that he may have to do 
a budget adjustment in Dec. Items of interest and work performed 10-21-15 – 11-17-15 is as follows: 
The reimbursement forms for the CHIPS and Extreme Winter Recovery programs have been submitted 
to the NYSDOT in Hornell. Reimbursements for the year totaled $128,246.25 and expenses totaled 
$94,006.18. There will be $26,516.25 rolled over into next year’s CHIPS money. Pot holes are being 
patched. Several trees and fallen branches have been removed from several different locations. The 
Highway shop inventory has been submitted to the Town Supervisor. Jeff Parker from NYS Dept. of 
water and soil is working to get permits for gravel removal from a creek on Shawn Sauro’s property. 
Three hundred fifty seven loads of gravel has been removed from that location in the past. One hundred 
loads of ditch cuttings and dirt have been removed from the ditches on Dee road and 39 loads were 
removed on Forty Dollar road. Four point five ton of contaminated soil was taken to the landfill at a cost 
of $95.00. A permit application has been submitted to Steuben County for solid waste. A new shop vac 
and 2 welding curtains were bought from Tate Equipment on Nov. 7, 2015. Total spent on the two items 
was $113.30. Cargill Salt delivered 105.04 ton of salt. Three days were spent mixing salt and sand 
together. Two road signs were reinstalled on Harrison road. The plow truck turn around on Dixon road 
was graded so the Bath school buses can turn around there. The Town of Thurston will maintain that 
location this winter. A stake out has been requested from Dig Safely NY for Harrison road. Ditching will 
take place in that area weather permitting. The plow riggings have been put back on the plow trucks. 
The summer equipment has been winterized and stored away. Repairs or service has been made to the 
following equipment: The injector pump has been rebuilt and a new hydraulic hose has been installed 
on the JD loader. Two new rims and recapped tires have been mounted on T418 and the hood was been 
repaired and painted. A new hydraulic hose was put on T414. T424 was serviced, an oil temp sensor and 
air pressure sensor replaced, and the fuel tank was repaired. T412 has new tranny lines and a front 
spring. The New Holland tractor had the fan and AC belts replaced. Motion was made by Judith 



Whitbred seconded by Sam Gauss to accept and approve the reports from the Clerk’s report through the 
Highway Superintendent’s report. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; 
Steven Frederick, aye, Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.        
 
Old Business: Wendy Lozo stated that there were two people that were interested in the Historian 
position. Sally Condon and Doris Knowles sent in letters of interest. Wendy Lozo will attempt to 
schedule interviews with Sally and Doris on December 2, 2015 at 7:00pm. Gary Lewis stated that the 
propane tank has been moved and filled to 52%. Gary Lewis asked Sam Gauss how the Justice bench was 
coming along. Sam stated that he would work on it during the holidays. Motion was made by Gary Lewis 
seconded by Steven Frederick to close old business. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; 
Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.   
 
New Business: Wendy Lozo stated that the Assessors have different office hours. They now meet on 
Thursday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 pm September through April. A motion was made by Steven 
Frederick seconded by Judith Whitbred for Wendy to renew the snow removal contract with Jordan 
Harrison. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye, 
Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. Gary Lewis will check prices on roadside signs and will report back in January or 
February. Motion was made by Judith Whitbred seconded by Sam Gauss for Shawn Sauro to make 
amendments to the local dog law. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; 
Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. A Public Hearing on the amendments to the local dog 
law is scheduled for 6:45pm on Dec.16, 2015. Motion was made by Steven Frederick seconded by Gary 
Lewis to approve the 2016 Budget. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; 
Steven Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried. Motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Judith 
Whitbred to close New Business. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; 
Steven Frederick, aye, Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.    
 
Motion was made by Gary Lewis seconded by Sam Gauss to adjourn the regular Town Board meeting at 
8:27 pm. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; 
Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Dolores Crooker, Town Clerk  
 
 
 
  
 
     
 
 


