
Town of Thurston Public Hearing for the 2016 Budget 
7578 County Route 333, Thurston, NY 
Nov. 05, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Present: Gary Lewis, Judith Whitbred, Wendy Lozo, Steven Frederick, Richard Gauss, Jr., Sam Gauss, and 
Shawn Sauro 
 
Visitors: Helen Stephens, Dan and Myral Gauss, Doug and Jackie Herbert, and Marge Taft 
 
Wendy Lozo called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Public Comment: Dan Gauss asked what the difference was between the Budget Meeting and the 
Budget Hearing. Wendy Lozo explained that the meeting was for the Board to go over the Preliminary 
Budget and the Budget Hearing was for the public to voice their opinions, suggestions, and or concerns 
to the Board. Wendy stated that it was good that the public voices their opinions. The opinions are 
taken into consideration during the next budget year. An in depth discussion took place with Sam Gauss 
explaining the step scale raise chart that was used to determine raises for the Highway Dept. employees 
including the Highway Superintendent’s increase. Sam Gauss explained that the CHIPS money that the 
Highway Dept. receives is free money and that there is 53 miles of roadway in the Town. Wendy Lozo 
explained that once a road is declared a CHIPS project and the project is complete that road cannot be a 
CHIPS project again for another 10 years. Wendy Lozo stated that the Budget was $1,980.00 below the 
Tax Levy Limit plus exclusions and proposed levy.   
Myral Gauss asked the question if the public comments could be moved to the end of the public 
hearing. Wendy Lozo stated that the change would have to be made during the next organizational 
meeting which is the beginning of 2016. Marge Taft suggested that the Town Official’s salaries be 
discussed in October before the budget meeting.      
 
With no further discussion motion was made by Sam Gauss seconded by Steven Frederick to close the 
Public Hearing at 7:22 p.m. Put to vote: Gary Lewis; aye, Judith Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven 
Frederick, aye; Sam Gauss, aye. Carried.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Dolores Crooker, Town Clerk 


