
Minutes of the Thurston Regular Town Board Meeting 

Held:  Wednesday: May 20, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
Location: 7578 County Route 333 Thurston, NY 
 
Present: Town Supervisor: Wendy Lozo 
                 Town Council: Steven Frederick, Judith Whitbred, Gary Lewis  
                 Town Highway Superintendent: Richard Gauss, Jr. 
                 Town Attorney: Shawn Sauro 
                 Town Dog Control Officer: Randy Akins 
Absent:   Town Council Member: Sam Gauss 
 
Visitors: Dan Gauss, Myral Gauss, Marge Taft, Helen Stephens  
 
Wendy Lozo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The board opened with the U.S. Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 
Public Comment: Nothing       
 
Minutes:  Motion was made by Steven Frederick seconded by Gary Lewis to accept and approve the 
Town Board meeting minutes dated April 15, 2015. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; 
Steven Frederick, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye. Carried.  
 
Bills Payable:  Motion was made by Judith Whitbred seconded by Steven Frederick for Wendy Lozo to 
pay all claims listed in the General abstract A090-A109 totaling $11,476.26 and the Highway abstract 
#71-#89 totaling $39,827.91. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; 
Judith Whitbred, aye. Carried.   
 
Clerk’s Report: April 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board. Total deposits for the month 
were $1,138.00. Dolores stated that the Dept. of Motor Vehicle has sent a letter to the Town stating 
that all signage for handicapped accessibility will be changed to a new universal symbol of access for the 
disabled.   
 
Justice Report: April 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board. Six hundred forty one dollars was 
collected in fines and fees. NYS received $471.00 and the Town received $170.00.  
 
Tax Collector’s Report: Nothing  
 
Assessor Report: Nothing  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report: Wendy Lozo stated that Ray Orr gave her 3 building permits. She 
will put them in the Clerk’s mailbox on Thursday May 21, 2015.  
 
Historian Report: Nothing. 
 
Dog Control Officer’s Report: April 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board. Randy reported 
five complaints, six dogs running at large, and collected $22.00 in dog license money.  
  
 



Supervisor’s Report: April 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board. Such report is on file in the 
Clerk’s office.       
 
Highway Superintendent’s Report: April 2015 monthly report was presented to the Board. Items of 
interest and work performed 04-16-15 – 05-20-15 is as follows:  All oil and stone roads were swept by 
April 21, 2015. The brooms were removed from the tractor. The rake and weight package were 
remounted. All pot holes have been patched and the spring grading is complete. The plow riggings were 
removed from the plow trucks and the bumpers were put back in place. A driveway permit was issued to 
Scott Conklin for a driveway on Tucker road. Two driveway pipes were installed on Tucker road and one 
was installed on Shauger road. A right of way permit was issued to Brett Dickson for a water line to cross 
Bonney Hill road. A permit was issued to Verizon to install a pole in the town right of way on Harrison 
road. The brine permit has been renewed and received back from NYSDEC. Weight limit signs were 
removed on May 4, 2015. One hundred fifty five ton of #8 stone and 184.99 ton of sand has been 
purchased from Austin Construction to make cold patch. Suit Kote made 300 ton of cold mix. Eighty ton 
of #57 stone was purchased from Austin Construction to be used with drain tile on the Forty Dollar road 
project. Five days were spent putting approximately 2000 feet of drain tile in on Forty Dollar road. Ten 
loads of item 4 gravel was used on Eddy road. Eight loads of ditch dirt was removed from a section of 
ditch line on Dee road. A fallen tree was removed from Green Hill road. Nine large bags of leaves were 
removed from Wood Hill road that someone had tossed out there. The grader was used to grade a bad 
section on South Hill road. The rabies clinic was held at the shop for the first time and it was a success 
on all levels. The agreement to spend Town funds form has been filed with Steuben County Dept. of 
Public Works. A representative and a service man from Vantage Equipment are trying to figure out the 
shifting problem with the excavator. Repairs or service has been made to the following equipment. T418 
Volvo was serviced and all of the AC lines were removed and replaced. An air chamber was replaced 
along with a trailer valve and an ABS valve on T414. A new starter was installed on T412. A new 
transmission cooler and a hose was installed on T426. A brief discussion took place on the purchase of a 
new roller. Motion was made by Steven Frederick seconded by Judith Whitbred to put the purchase of a 
new roller off until 2016 with no further discussion at this time. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith 
Whitbred, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye. Carried. Motion was made by Steven Frederick 
seconded by Gary Lewis to accept and approve the reports from the Clerk’s report through the Highway 
Superintendent’s report. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Judith 
Whitbred, aye. Carried.        
 
Old Business: Wendy Lozo stated that the Steuben County Government Efficiency Plan has been signed 
and sent back to Steuben County. Sam Gauss is finishing the Justice bench and hopes to have it at the 
Town Hall next week. Attorney Sauro stated that security cameras are allowed in public places without 
signage.  Motion was made by Judith Whitbred seconded by Gary Lewis to close old business. Put to 
vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye. Carried.   
 
New Business: Judith Whitbred stated that she would like Wendy Lozo to purchase a new American flag 
for the flag pole in front of the Town Hall. Motion was made by Steven Frederick seconded by Gary 
Lewis for Wendy to purchase a new American flag. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Judith Whitbred, aye; 
Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye. Carried. Wendy Lozo stated that Five Star Bank is now charging 
for new checks and deposit slips. The tentative assessment rate is 3.33%. Judith stated that the basic 
STAR registration program is regulated by NYS Tax Dept. and the Board of Assessment Review cannot 
restore an exemption removal in a registration case. Motion was made by Gary Lewis seconded by 
Steven Frederick to close New Business. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven 
Frederick, aye, Judith Whitbred, aye. Carried.    



Myral Gauss asked who Michelle Benincasa was. Wendy Lozo explained she was a tax payer in the Town 
that filed a grievance with the County for assessment purposes and the County awarded her with a 
$30.00 award from the assessing unit. Myral also asked about Bruce Akins $400.00 voucher. Steven 
Frederick explained that it was clothing reimbursement and the Highway employees provide a receipt to 
get the reimbursement.  
 
Motion was made by Gary Lewis seconded by Judith Whitbred to adjourn the regular Town Board 
meeting at 7:40 p.m. Put to vote: Gary Lewis, aye; Wendy Lozo, aye; Steven Frederick, aye; Judith 
Whitbred, aye. Carried.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Dolores Crooker, Town Clerk  
 
 
 
  
 
     
 
 


